NEW SPECIES OF ELACHISTA 13]

three species in this paper. A specimen of E. passerini sp. n. and E. agelensis
sp. n. collected by Hr. G.R. Langohr, Holland had been dissected by Prof. U.
Parenti, Torino. Michael Fibiger caught the single specimen of E. passerini
sp. n. from Spain and I thank him for being able to include this in the present
publication.

Other material was kindly made available by Dr Erik v. Nieukerken,
Leiden, Holland. Lastly I also thank Dr John D. Bradley, Somerset, England
for reading the draft of this paper.

I am grateful for the support of the Velux Foundation who paid for the
production of the colour plate (Plate C).
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Unusual emergence date for Cydia pallifrontana (Lienig & Zeller) (Lep.:
Tortricidae)

In July 1995 I visited a locality near Biddestone, Wiltshire, where Cydia
pallifrontana has long been established. Amongst the long trailing stems of
Astragalus 1 found evidence of larval activity in the seed-pods and collected
a small sample. The larvae were placed in an airy container with a supply of
rotten wood as a site for pupation.

The pods are very inclined to go mouldy in a confined space so daily
attention is necessary until such time as feeding is adjudged to have been
completed. After that the normal procedure is to place the breeding container
in suitable storage and leave undisturbed AND unobserved until the
following year. So that it was a very fortunate piece of luck on 30 August
whilst attending to other livestock my line of vision happened to fall on the
container holding C. pallifrontana and 1 was very surprised to see two
adults. To the best of my knowledge remaining larvae are following the
usual course of development.

The summer of 1995 has by now been associated with several examples of
unusual patterns of emergence, involving many species of lepidoptera, and I
suppose that one is justified in considering this a further example. My data
concerns captive stock, and though it may be unique and not repeated in the
wild the seeds of doubt are sown and the possible occurrence, in the wild, of
a second generation or partial generation in late summer is perhaps worth
bearing in mind. I know insufficient of the biology of Astragalus to know if
it would be possible for adults emerging in late summer to find suitable
conditions for the future development of any progeny, but considering the
specialised circumstances in which the larvae develop, as we currently
understand it, I would think there has to be some doubit.

Recently I communicated with Mr Ted Hancock in Cumbria outlining the
above details. He informed me that within the literature to which he had
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access he was unable to find any reference which would suggest anything
other than a univoltine life history.

Finally I would like to thank Mr Hancock for searching through literature
and generously giving his time and advice in response to requests for
information and comment.— M.H. SMITH, 42 Bellefield Crescent, Trowbridge
Wiltshire BA14 8SR.

Euproctis similis (Fuess.) (Lep.: Lymantriidae) double-brooded

This common species is recorded, in all the standard reference books I have
been able to consult, as single-brooded in the British Isles. Here, at Grange-
over-Sands, Cumbria, the species is common and occurs from early July
until, perhaps, the end of August. Until this year the latest date on which I
have seen the species was 6.ix.1956, on Holker Moss (SD3381). Last year,
1995, the first date for the species in my trap was rather late on 24 July. On
14.x.1995 1 found a male specimen in good condition resting on my house
and within some ten metres of the m.v. trap. The next day this (presumed)
specimen was inside the near-by utility room entangled in a spider's web and
dead. On 16.x., again only a few yards from the trap and resting on the
outside of a garden shed, was a fine fresh male. It seems to me quite certain
that these specimens must have been second-brood examples. Looking
through the records kept by the late Dr R.C. Lowther of Grange-over-Sands I
find he records three specimens taken at his front door electric light on
7.x.1947 — but as far as I know he did not publish details of these also
second brood examples.

Perhaps it is worth recording that second brood examples of Aplocera
plagiata (L.) and Herminia tarsipennalis (Trietschke) were also noted in
1995. My first date for A. plagiata was 13.vi.1995 and (presumed) second
generation specimens taken on 15.viii. and 5.ix.. H. tarsipennalis was
common from mid-June to the end of July. I took a fresh specimen in my
trap on 10 October. I note that in Heath and Emmet (1983, The moths and
butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland 10: 396), it is stated . . . in this hot
summer of 1947 single wild specimens were caught on 27 August and later.”
I think the summer of 1995 could be considered a “hot” one!— NEVILLE L.
BIRKETT, Beardwood, Carter Road, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 7AG.

A possible third brood specimen of the Holly Blue Celastrina argiolis
(L.) (Lep.: Lycaenidae) in Cambridge

After having been absent, or perhaps just not seen, in my Cambridge garden
during 1994, it was a pleasant surprise to see this butterfly return in 1995
with several dozen of the second brood being seen in July/August when it
was also seen in Cambridge marketplace. However, the most surprising
sighting was of a female in the grounds of Pembroke College on 13 October
and I feel that the extremely hot weather we had had must have induced this
to be a third generation specimen.— BRIAN O.C. GARDINER, 2 Highfield
Avenue, Cambridge CB4 2AL.



